Legislation & Advocacy Update — October 2025

e September 17, 2025-U.S. Department of Education unites conservative groups to create patriotic civics content.

e School funding discussions emerging for next legislative session

o September 18, 2025-School Funding Modernization Task Force

o September 24, 2025-Work groups contemplate changing Missouri schools’ need-based funding
o September 29, 2025-Missouri school districts challenge law offering some counties property tax relief

e 2 initiative petitions in circulation directly related to education. Ballot language found below.

Submitted by: Spencer Toder

Official ballot title certified by Secretary of State on August 11,
2025.

OFFICIAL BALLOT TITLE AS
CERTIFIED BY
SECRETARY OF STATE

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to:

e Potentially eliminate existing state scholarship
programs that provide direct aid to students with
disabilities and low-income families;

e Create a new fundamental right to an equitable
and adequate public education that would be
enforced through lawsuits filed in court;

e Mandate that the State of Missouri establish and
maintain adequate, thorough, and uniform high
quality free public schools, regardless of the cost,
for all persons in the state twenty-one years old or
younger; and

e Prevent the State from supporting educational
choices other than free public schools?

Southeast Missouri State University estimates an unknown
fiscal impact. The Attorney General's Office estimates
annual increased operating costs of at least $427,516 and
unknown costs to the Legal Expense Fund that could
exceed $1 million. Other state governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings. Local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

MORE INFORMATION:
https://moeducation.org/

Submitted by: Duane Martin

Official ballot title certified by Secretary of State on August 15,
2025.

OFFICIAL BALLOT TITLE AS
CERTIFIED BY
SECRETARY OF STATE

Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to:

e Limit parental choice in education;

e Eliminate existing programs that provide direct
aid to students with special education needs by
prohibiting the use of public funds for educational
services provided by nonpublic schools;

e Restrict public aid at private schools;

e Bar public funding from supplementing federal
aid to nonpublic schools; and

e Define most charter schools as nonpublic unless
approved by voters or school boards before June
30, 2025, with limited exceptions for disability
services?

The Attorney General's Office estimates annual increased
operating costs of at least $427,516 and unknown costs to
the Legal Expense Fund that could exceed $1 million.
Other state governmental entities estimate no costs or
savings. Local governmental entities estimate no costs or
savings.
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